What's new in pancreatic cancer treatment pipeline?
There is still a substantial need for the development of new treatments for patients with pancreatic cancer. In this chapter, we will document that there is quite a bit of an increase in research activity with development in two major areas including (1) agents in the pipeline which already have hints of antitumor activity in patients with pancreatic cancer (therapeutic monoclonal antibodies and vaccines as well as more conventional cytotoxics), and; (2) agents in the pipeline which have just started (or will soon start) in clinical trial. These agents range from a gene-therapy approach to radiation enhancement to inhibitors of protein with increased expression in the very hypoxic pancreatic cancer tissue, to new monoclonal antibodies. With the level of investigational activity in pancreatic cancer it is very likely that several new therapeutic approaches to the disease will be forthcoming.